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Viok Indicates State of To Continue 
MB2505 134389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1341 GMT 25 May 89 


[Text] Cape Town May 25 SAPA—The state of emer- 
gency is likely to continue into its fourth year on June 12. 
This is the interpretation placed on a speech by the 
minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, in Fish 
Hoek today. 


While making no direct reference to the continuance of 
the state of emergency, Mr Vliok, according to political 
observers, made it clear that the government, contrary to 
earlier speculation, was not yet prepared to do so. 


The minister of information, Dr Stoffel van der Merwe, 
at a press briefing last week initiated speculation that the 
government was considering not renewing the state of 
emergency. This was, however, later overturned by a 
Statement in which he said his words had been incor- 
rectly interpreted. 


Mr Vlok’s statement today gave the first positive indi- 
cation of current government thinking. 


‘Radical Activities’ Responsible 
MB2505 134589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1343 GMT 25 May 89 


[Text] Cape Town, May 25, SAPA—The state of emer- 
gency was continuing because of the actions of revolu- 
tionaries who were standing in the way of faster peaceful 
reform, the minister of law and order, Adriaan Vlok, said 
today. 


Opening a new police station in Fish Hoek today, he said 
it still would take time and a great deal of work to return 
the country to a normal and stable climate. He said 
“radical activities” were responsible for the imposition 
of the state of emergency and for violence in South 
Africa. 


“It is them who are still responsible for the revolutionary 
climate which ts still at an unacceptably high level. And 
it is them who are still standing in the way of faster 
peaceful change.” He said the living conditions in black 
residential areas was in the process of normalising to a 
large extent, but the process was still far from complete. 
It was the actions of activists that caused the continua- 
tion of the state of emergency. 


“The government will not be lead up the garden path by 
revolutionaries and radical activists. The final decision 
will depend on the facts which best suit the country’s 
interests.” 


Mr Vlok said the revolutionary climate was still unac- 
ceptably high and the “communist enemies” were put- 
ting all their efforts into turning South Africa into a 
classless communist state. ““The main actors who incited 
the unrest are still in the country. and most of them are 
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not prepared to abandon their revolutionary objectives.” 
He said that during September 1984 a devastating gust of 
violence swept through most black residential areas in 
the country, and hundreds of people were publicly mur- 
dered in the most gruesome way, and millions of rands of 
damage to property was caused. 


It was a result of these actions that the emergency had 
been imposed, and the decision to lift it would be taken 
in the best interests of the country and its people. 


Pik Botha Arrives in Europe, Meets With Genscher 
MB2605092089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 26 May 89 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, says 
the burgeoning economic powers of the East, including 
Japan, could form a fourth power bloc alongside the 
United States, the Soviet Union, and Europe that could 
hold great economic advantages for South Africa. For 
this reason, South Africa had to get its house in order in 
southern Africa to derive the full benefit. 


Mr Botha, who has just visited the Republic of China, 
was speaking in an interview with our representative in 
Europe. He said his visit to Taiwan could produce 
economic benefits in the near future. Mr Botha pointed 
out that Taiwan's foreign reserves had outstripped those 
of West Germany. 


Our representative reports that Mr Botha held talks with 
his West German counterpart, Mr Hans-C‘etrich Gen- 
scher, in Bonn this morning. Mr Genscher was particu- 
larly interested in the developments in South West 
Africa/Namibia and pledged economic aid to the terri- 
tory. Later today, Mr Botha is to leave for Rome, where 
he will meet the U.S. secretary of state, Mr James Baker. 
It will be the first high level consultations between South 
Africa and the Bush administration. 


Court Sentences ‘Mass Murderer’ Strydom to Death 
MB2605084789 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 26 May 89 


[Text] The mass murderer, Barend Hendrik Strydom. 
has been sentenced to death in the Pretoria Supreme 
Court on eight charges of murder. He was also sentenced 
to a further effective 30 years’ imprisonment on 16 
charges of attempted murder and | of pointing a firearm. 


The self-styled leader of the Wit Wolve and member of the 
Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging went on a shooting spree in 
Pretoria city center last November. gunning down more 


than 20 people. 


In the passing of sentence, Mr Justice L. Harms said he 
could find no mitigating circumstances. He said Stry- 
dom’s background explained his philosophy. not his 
actions. Shortly after the court adjourned. Strydom’s 
counsel confirmed that he would apply for leave to 
appeal. 
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Court Sentences 14 to Death in Upington Trial 
MB2605084489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0840 GMT 26 May 89 


[Text] Upington May 26 SAPA—Fourteen of the 
accused in the Upington 26 Baballeio murder trial were 
sentenced to death this morning by Mr Justice J_J. 
Basson. 


They are Kenneth Pinkie Kumalo, Eric Tros Gubula, 
David Lekhanyane, Myner Gudilani Bovu, Zuko 
Zabendlini, Andrew Lekhanyane, Justice Bekebeke. 
Zonga Mokhatle, Wellington Masiza, Boy Jafta, Evelina 
de Bruin, 60, Gidion Madlongolwane, Xolile Yona and 
Albert Tywilli. 


The case against the other 12 accused, where mitigation 
was found, was postponed until 29 May. 


Commentary Urges ANC Leaders to Reassess Stand 
MB2605053689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 26 May 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The status of the African National Congress as a 
terrorist group and its links with other terror organiza- 
tions are well established. 


In London this week, a |-hour vigil was held outside the 
ANC’s office by an Irish antiterrorist organization. The 
Irish group was protesting at the ANC’s links with and 
support for the Irish Republican Army. It said that in 
1986 and 1987 there had been at least 14 meetings 
between the ANC and the IRA. 


Last year, these links were documented by Mr Andrew 
Hunter, a member of the British Parliament, who 
demanded that the ANC be expelled from Britain. Mr 
Hunter provided the British Government with evidence of 
regular meetings between the ANC and the IRA. Earlier. 
Israeli troops on a mission in Lebanon found documents 
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detailing participation by various terrorist groups, includ- 
ing the African National Congress, in the training courses 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 


Such developments serve to erode the image of the ANC, 
which has been iarnished by its support for, in particular, 
the barbaric necklace murders and by the recent furor 
surrounding Mrs Winnie Mandela and the Mandela 
Soccer Club. In London, Mrs Margaret Thatcher has 
described the ANC as a typical terrorist organization, 
and, in Washington, the American Government has 
branded the ANC a terrorist organization. 


Setbacks for the African National Congress have also 
come of late from two traditional anchors of support. In 
Africa, the ANC has been forced to dismantle its camps 
and withdraw its members from Angola in terms of the 
southwestern African peace accords. These members are 
being resettled in countries such as Tanzania. The Soviet 
Union, whilst maintaining its long-standing support for 
the ANC, is now urging that organization to accept the 
realities of South Africa and seek political solutions 
rather than answers based on armed action. The Soviet 
pressure results from the acknowledgment that the polit- 
ical status quo in South Africa will not be overthrown 
through terrorist or revolutionary means. It reflects, as 
well, the new political climate that has been generated in 
southern Africa with the success of the southwestern 
African peace initiative, in which the Soviet Union, with 
the United States, played a notable part. 


This climate, conducive to negotiation and consensus, is 
also to be discerned in South Africa, where it is growing 
stronger. Negotiation and consensus are not possible, 
however, when one party in a confrontation situation 
states that it will take part in the process only if the other 
parties capitulate in advance to its demands. To the 
extent that the African ’ ational Congress has a role to 
play and can substantiate its claims of popular support, 
its leadership, which has been in exile for so many years, 
needs first to reassess its political stance against the 
background of the present-day realities of South and 
southern Africa. 


Luanda Meeting To Discuss U.S. Support te UNITA 
MB1605 141589 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 16 May 89 


[Excerpt] Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
told the eight-nation summit in Luanda this morning 
Angola does not want peace al any cost. The meeting 
opened late this morning and aims to find a peaceful 
resolution to Angola's internal conflict. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos affirmed the meeting 
peace in the country. The summit will also focus on 
UNITA’s continued mass infiltration of men and weap- 
ons into Angolan territory, as well as the U.S. Adminis- 
tration’s stated intention to continue granting military 
support to UNITA. 


The heads of state of Angola, Congo, Gabon, Mozam- 
bique, Sao Tome and Principe, Zaire. Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe are attending the meeting. The Mozambican 
delegation, led by President Joaquim Alberto Chissano, 
includes Foreign Affairs Minister Pascoal Manuel Moc- 
umbi, Interior Minister Manuel Antonio, Labor Minister 
Aguiar Mazula, and Agriculture Minister Alexandre 
Zandamela, among other officials. [passage omitted] 


Peace Plan US. Aid Ban 
MB1605 153189 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 16 May 89 


[Text] Angola has announced a plan to end its | 3-year 
civil war. Its proposed a ban on further U.S. backing for 
UNITA rebels. 


Angola’s President Jose Eduardo dos Santos has presented 
the plan in Luanda, but gave no details of how it would be 
implemented. The Angolan plan has two parts: firstly, to 
eliminate external interference in the Angolan conflict, 
such as military aid given by the U.S. to UNITA; and 
secondly, to create the conditions for lasting peace in the 
country. 


Van Dunem Warns of Impact of Talks Failure 
MB1I905132889 Luanda Domestic Servwe in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 19 May &9Y 


[Text] Angolan Forcign Affairs Minister Pedro de Castro 
van Dunem Loy has warned the international commu- 
nity of the dangers of failure in the tripartite commission 
talks being held in Cahama today. The Angolan minister 
said this at a plenary session of the Coordination Burau 
of the Nonaligned Movement in Harare yesterday. He 
said that South Africa was trying to sabotage the proci:ss 
of Namibian transition to independence by arguing that 
there are still SWAPO guerrillas inside the territory. 
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Pedro de Castro van Dunem said at a time when prospects 
for the application of the UN plan are quite doubtful, it is 
paramount that the nonaligned countries [words indis- 
tinct] the Pretoria maneuvers aimed at preventing the 
impiementation of resolution 435 and distancing SWAPO 
from the Namibian independence process. 


U.S. Military Airlift te UNITA Alleged 
LD2105 142289 London THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 
in English 21 May 89 p 11 


{by defence correspondent Simon O'Dwyer-Russell] 


{Text} The United States is boosting support for Dr 
Jonas Savimbi's Unita [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] movement in Angola, by a 
large-scale airlift of military supplies directly into terri- 
tory occupied by his rebel army. 


News of the unprecedented airlift in liable to cause a 


diplomatic protest from the MPLA [Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola] regime in Luanda. 


According to senior Unita officers, the airlift has been 
launched to coincide with South Africa’s withdrawal from 
logistic and air bases in the Caprivi Strip. under the 
Namibia peace accord. Unita has relied on these since 
'976. 


The airlift is the first concrete sign of the Bush admin- 
istration’s resolve to continue the level of U.S. support 
for Unita enjoyed by Dr Savimbi's movement through- 
out the Reagan presidency. 


A question has remained over U.S. support for Dr 
Savimbi since Washington helped Angola. Cuba and 
South Africa reach a comprehensive regional peace plan 
at the Brazzaville talks late last year. 


Under the agreement. South Af:.can withdrawal and free 
elections in Namibia are linked to the pullout of the 
60.000-strong Cuban expeditionary force which has 
fought alongside Angolar government troops since 1975. 


Dr George Valentim. Unita’s Minister of Information, 
said: “American aircraft are flying straight to Jamba 
loaded with supplics. | do not know from where they are 
flying. but we are relieved to see them.” 


The airstrip at Jamba has been tarred recently to take 
cargo aircraft as large as (-130 Hercules transports 
forced to make a low-level dash across Angolan airspace. 
probably from Zaire. 


The airtift :s due more to Unita’s uncomfortably isolated 
position than Washington's cagerness to become furthe 
embroiled in Angola’s | 3-year civil war. 


FBIS-AFR-89-101 
26 May 1989 


General Peregrine Wamboo, Unita’s chief of military 
intelligence, conceded that the rebel army has been 
finding it increasingly difficult to support its war-effort 
against the MPLA with the cessation of support from 


He said: “We needed to build-up equipment and supplies 
in case and MPLA regime in Luanda launches a dry season 
offensive against us in the next two months. The U.S. 
airlift has given us the supplies to fight off such an attack.” 


With the South Afncan withdrawal from key bases such as 
Rundu and Mpacha in the Caprivi Strip, Unita has been 
forced to rely heavily upon supply dumps established last 
year in Zaire by a ry U.S. airlift, consisting of 
thousands of flights by U.S. Air Force C-141 Starlifter 
SE coleanted Geemtioe Wain. 


Zaire’s attendance at a summit meeting in 
week 1s seen as a clear signal of a warming of relations 


A State Department spokesman in Washington refused 

to comment on the airlift last night saying only that the 

United States gave “appropriate and effective support 

for Unita which we co-ordinate with Congress. We do 

ee eee Oe eae 
ivery.” 


ANC Says Role in Hijack Attempt ‘Speculation’ 
MB1905 164089 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1610 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Reports from Dar es Salaam say two passengers 
who apparently tned to hiyack a Soviet plane flying from 
Angola to Tanzania yesterday were overpowered by 
security guards and handed over to the police. The 
Aeroflot plane was put under heavy guard. The pilot 
radioed the control tower that there had been a scuffle 
aboard the plane. The nationality of the two passengers 
arrested was not given. 


In Harare, state radio said the pair were reportedly South 
African agents trying to hijack the aircraft to Johannes- 
burg with 174 members of the African National Con- 
gress. An ANC spokesman in Lusaka said the report that 
ANC people were aboard the plane was speculation. 


UNITA Claims FAPLA Used Chemical Weapons 
PM 2505082689 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 22 May 89 p 15 


{Unattributed report: “National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola General Accuses Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola Forces of Using 
Chemical Weapons”™] 


[Text] National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] forces commander General Tony da 
Costa Fernandes accuses Luanda of using chemical weap- 
ons in the Angolan civil war, and Gen Pericics Ferreira 


en 
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Gomes, the commander of UNAVEN—the UN verifica- 
tion mission—of “connivance” with the “increase” in 
Cuban troops in the terntory. 


“We have a report from the Belgian Institute of Tox:col- 
ogy at Ghent University, whose experts visited Cuando 
Cubango Province in Angola, which proves the use of 
chemical weapons by the People’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola [FAPLA], and even the use of a 
hitherto unknown bomb supplied by the USSR. so we 
believe, for testing,” Dacosia said when interviewed |:'y 
DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. 


Tony da Costa Fernandes visits Portugal regulary, and 
he does not conceal the fact that this 1s in order to discuss 
matters concerning UNITA. He says that “there are now 
$ix critical cases” ing immediate treatment. “Unless 
they are treated now, they will die.” 


The report is signed by Andreas Holst, an expert at the 
institute, who collected samples of a bomb 15 km east of 
Cuito Cuanavale, “and he himself was affected.” 


“Some are deaf and dumb and are suffering from tho- 
racic and lumbar pains: others from burns. paralysis, 
vomiting, and diarrhea.” Tony da Costa says. 


The UNITA general. who denied that Jonas Savimbi's 
movement is preparing a major offensive for June. 
asserted that, “on the contrary.” it is the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] which 1s 
maintaining various offensive fronts. especially in the 
north. “We believe that the FAPLA will soon be launch- 
ing a major operation against us, even though Luanda 
knows that there is no solution to the war other than 
direct negotiations with UNITA.” 


In Tony da Costa Fernandes’ opinion, the aim of this 
offensive, combined with the fact that the MPLA 1s seeking 
to derive maximum advantage from the Cubans’ presence 
in the territory, is to weaken UNITA substantially. 


“Also taking advantage of the presence of the Cubans. 
who will only be able to go to the | 5th parallel | August 
and to the | 3th parallel 30 October. the MPLA would 
like the operation to take place before those dates in 
order to benefit directly from the Cubans’ logistic. if not 
physical, support. so that we will be weak when the time 
for negotiations comes.” 


The UNITA military chief also alleged many “short- 
comings” in the withdrawal of Cubans from Angola. 
“They withdraw 400, but then 650 enter. because there ts 
a clause which says that the Cubans will be rotated until 
the end of the mandate. They are increasing. and there 
are now 12,000 Cubans with Angolan passports. These 
are shortcomings practiced by the MPLA with the con- 
nivance of Gen Pericles Ferreira Gomes, who has 
already stated there that he does not have the means— 
with just 90 men for 62.000 Cubans—to monitor the 
situation.” 
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Tony da Costa Fernandes asserted that the MPLA will 
not catch UNITA unprepared when the time for negoti- 
ations comes, both because the organization has consid- 


“and will continue,” to receive U.S. assistance. 


Would UNITA take part in a “conference” as a ten- 
dency—not as 4 party? “Categorically, no. The MPLA 
knows that it signed several agreements with us in which 
it appears as a national liberation movement. The first 
was in Luso, the second in Mombasa, the third in Alvor. 
and the fourth in Nakuru. We have a |12-member com- 
mittee which 1s ready to discuss all Angola's problems on 
an equal footing with the MPLA, from the formation of 
a transitional government, through the drafting of a 
constitution, to the merging of military forces into a 
single army. It was already a concession by UNITA that 
Chairman Jonas Savimbi would not take part in it.” 


* Portuguese To Replace Cuban Cooperants 
34420089a Lisbon EUROPEU in Portuguese 
18 Apr 89 p § 


[Text] Lisbon—Angola 1s opening new doors to cooper- 
: Portuguese technicians in education, health. agri- 


Marcelo Duarte Mathias told EUROPEU. 


“We are completely open to Angola's requests. Increased 
cooperation depends only on the needs voiced by the 
Luanda t.” added the spokesman for the 
Foreign Affairs Minisiry. Meanwhile, the Portuguese 
news agency LUSA reports that exploratory missions are 
being arranged to assess the “capacity to respond to the 
Angolan requests.” 


This type of cooperation will be provided through the 
so-called Nongovernmental Organizations (ONG), 
which are being reinforced through enroliment in the 
Plan in Aid to Angolan Economic Recovery (PAREA). 
The idea was launched by the Lisbon government: it was 
well received in Luanda and has won support from 
various international quarters. 


EEC Aid 


Diplomatic sources cited by LUSA announced that an 
international conference will be eld next year in Lisbon. 
to coordinate the activities of the PAREA project. for 
which financing is expected from several European 
countries, particularly EEC countries. 


The Cuban i.<litary withdrawal from Angola should be 
completed precisely in 1990. If the coincidence in timing 
iS Certainly curious, the strengthening of Portuguese 
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cooperation also gives mse 10 some questions. particu- 
larly since several international sources have mentioned 
the possibility that Havana forces could remain in 
Luanda as civilian cooperants. 


During the meeting of the Interministenal Commission 
on Cooperation, chaired by Durao Barroso, there was a 
“positive accounting” of the work developed by various 

departments in this field and the possibility 
of allo:ating more funds was noted. 


“W- note an increase in Angolan requests for cuopera- 
tion, related to the forthcoming departure of the 
Cubans,” a source at the meeting told (USA. According 
to the same informant, the collaboration will be arranged 
through the International Medical Association—which 
has offices in all the former colonies except Angola—and 
through the Red Cross, the Amilcar Cabral Information 
and Documentation Center (CIDAC), and the Democ- 
racy and Freedom Institute. 


“We are going to make a big wager on technical assis- 
tance.” a Portuguese official linked to the PAREA told 
LUSA. In February. Minister Joao de Deus Pinheiro said 
the Plan in Aid to Angolan Economic Recovery was 
founded on the “imperative need to provide a flow of 
capital” to that country, in the prospect of peace and an 
improvement in the financial situation. Objectives also 
include the “rehabilitation of the existing infrastructures 
and the creation of new poles of development.~ 


Mauritius 


* Surveillance Accord With 
34190184h Port Louis L‘'EXPRESS in French 
14 Mar 89 pp 1. 7 


[Text] Surveillance of the exclusive economic zone (ZEE) 
of Mauritius and the Seychelles was one of the main topics 
discussed during talks between President France Albert 
Rene and Prime Minister Anerood Jugnauth. 


The two political leaders are aware of the fact that 
neither of the governments alone can ensure effective 
surveillance of the millions of kilometers of sea within 
their jurisdiction. Because of this. the ocean resources of 
their economies are pillaged by foreigners. 


According to muitial reports on these talks. President 
Rene and Sir Anerood Jugnauth examined the possibil- 
ity of a yomnt surveillance project covering the exclusive 
economic zones of Mauritius and the Seychelles. In this 
context, reference was made to purchasing a patrol plane 
during these conversations. 


It would seem that with discussions imitiated on this 
subject at a very high level. technicians will be asked to 
draw up specifications for an agreement. Concerned 
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circles have pointed out that it would probably be 
premature to expect this agreement to be signed during 
the forthcoming official visit of the Mauritian prime 
minister to the Seychelles. 


We would like to point out that the government has for 
some tome been looking into the possidility of acquiring 
a patrol plane. The British firm Pilatus Britten-Norman 
has already dispatched representatives to Mauritius for 
toe 


Another subject of mutual interest discussed during 
these talks involves Mauritian technical assistance for 
the organization of the fourth Indian Ocean Islands’ 
Games (JIOI)} in the Seychelles. The Mauritian represen- 
tatives, headed by Sports Minister Michael Glover. were 
very interested in any Opportunity to cooperate with the 
Seychelles. 


As President Rene officially confirmed during his toast 
on Sunday evening, the need [for the involvement] of 
heads of state of the members of the Indian Ocean 
Commission (COI) was also on the agenda. There are no 
objections to this proposal on the Mauritian side. since 
Prime Minister Sir Anerood Jugnauth has been in favor 
of the same project for some time now. 


* Police Commissioner Urges Tighter Security 
34190184a Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
17 Mar 89 p I 


[Article by Harish Chundunsing: “Police Commissioner 
Demands Absolute Control over the NIU and SMF™} 


[Text] Police Commissioner Bhimsen Kowlessur 
demanded increased powers to command all the police 
services in two statements to the press published this 
morning im the daily newspaper. THE SUN, and the 
weekly MAURITIUS TIMES. ir the wake of an attempt 
against the life of Sir Anerood Jugnauth last 3 March in 
Grand Bassin. 


Mr Kowlessur told THE SUN that the two attempts 
against the life of the prime minister “have led to the 
discovery of some defects in the structure of the police 
force.” 


Mr Kowlessur added “that the police commissioner 
needed to have the necessary resources to conduct police 
and security operations. since that was his responsibility 
alone: in other words. he should be given the powers to 
exercise control over all the branches of the police.” 


What branches? Mr Kowlessur explained this in an 
interview he granted to the weekly MAURITIUS 
TIMES, when he said that he is “only morally responsi- 
ble for the National Intelligence Unit (NIU) and the 
Special Mobile Force (SMF).” and that administratively. 
these two units enjoy a certain autonomy. 
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Later on, Mr Kowlessur spoke from his heart when he 


confidence he is entitled to in order to perform his job 
successfully.” 


In the same interview, Mr Kowlessur confirmed that the 
police has “received a report to the effect that there was 
some kind of plot against the PM [prime minister]. 


* Analysis of Jobs in Free Trade Zone 
34190184c Port Louis L’EXPRESS in French 
20 Mar 89 p 7 


[Text] From September to December 1988. the free trade 
zone lost 1.700 workers, despite a net contribution by 
five new businesses. The 89.100 workers in the sector 
counted in a survey on 31 December 1988 still represent 
an increase of 1,200 jobs over the figures for 31 Decem- 
ber 1987. 


The free trade zone made a net contribution of 2.300 
million rupees to the country’s trade balance. The Bureau 
of Statsstics estimates that the free trade zone 1s approach- 
ing a stabilization threshold of around 90.000 jobs. 


During the fourth quarter of 1988. 24 businesses opened 
their doors. while 19 factories closed theirs. The number 
of manufacturing firms rose to 591 as of 31 December 
1988. 


The number of employees in these 591 manufacturing 
companies is 89.100. as compared to 90,700 on 30 
September 1988 and 87.900 on 31 December 1987. Thus 
there was an overall reduction of 1.700 workers during 
the last quarter of 1983. as compared to a reduction of 
900 workers for the third quarter of 1988, and an 
increase of 2.200 workers over the figures for thz last 


quarter of 1987. 


The shutdown of some businesses and a slowdown in 
hiring of additional workers were the mayor factors 
affecting the number of emplovees in the manufacturing 
sector. 


4 total of 4.600 jobs was created. 1.500 of which were 
attributed to the new firms and 3.100 to existing and 
expanding companies. The number of jobs lost. however. 
was 6.300. out of which 3.700 resulted from the shut- 
down of 19 firms and 2.600 stemmed from staff cuts. 
The closing of a group of five businesses led to the loss of 


2.800 jobs. 


The overall balance sheet for the number cf jobs at the 
end of December 1988 shows a loss of 1.700 in compar- 
ison with figures as of 30 September 1988. The number 
of jobs occupied by women declined by 2.200. while the 
number of jobs held by men increased by 500. 
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An analysis of the jobs lost shows that the sweater industry 
lost 2,300 workers, while the other sectors recorded slight 
increases, with the exception of the k ather industry and 
firms manufacturing miscellaneous articles of clothing. 
which recorded gains of 220 and 500 workers. 


Out of the 24 new firms, five are not part of the textile 
industry, their businesses include leather. electronics. 
chemicals, and the production of light bulbs. This shows 
a certain diversification in the manufacturing sector. 


As of 31 December 1988, there were therefore 591 manu- 
facturers ing 89,100 workers, two-thirds of whom 
were women (57, as compared to only 37,600 men). 
During 1988, only 1,200 new jobi were created, as 
comparej to 14,000 in 1987 and 20,00) in 1986. This 
Stagnation is seen clearly in table A [x0 shown]. 


During |988, 95 new firms opened their doors, contrib- 
uting to the creation of 5,000 new jobs. 


in an overall increase of 1,200 new jobs. 


An analysis of employment changes in the manufactur- 
ing sector between December 1987 and December 1988 
shows a high degree of mobility on the part of workers 
among the firms in this sector. 


The textile sector 1s made up of 435 firms and employs 
81,000 workers, accounting for a little over 90 percent of 
total jobs in the manufacturing sector. The 156 other 
firms are invcdved in nontextile operations, including 28 
for flowers, 12 for leather and shoes, 15 in wood and 
paper. °c cepa 
devices and watches. 


Out of the 591 firms, 323 or 55 percent had less than 50 


of urban factories to 374, or 55 percent of the manufac- 
turing sector. 


* Thomsoa-CSF Ptans Future Investments 
34190157a Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
18 Feb 89 p 1 


part of this mission was regarded as | 


Zambian Forces Allowed To Search for VNR Troops 
MBI605 153889 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 16 May 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Zambian authorities have mounted a hot 
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ian border villages. From Lusaka, Roger Hearing 
reports. 
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[Text] President Joaquim Chissaro left this morning for 
official and friendly visits to the Ivory Coast, Mah. 
2 mama, and the GDR. The Mozambican head of state 
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Namibia 


Tripartite Joint Commission Vieets in Ruacana 
MB15S05 190189 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 15 May 89 


{Text} [SABC announcer Riaan Cruywagen] After 8 


[Hendnks} As soon as they agree that the situation 1s 
returned to what it was before the SWAPO invasion on 
1 April. the umplementation of the settlement plan for 
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The plan also provides for the return of thousands of 
eatles under UN supervision. 
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the issue of the SWAPO insurgents leaving Namibia had 
deadlocked the taiks he refused to comment, other than to 
Say it was a matter still under discussion. 


MB1905 184089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1838 GMT 19 May 89 


{Text} Cape Town May 19 SAPA—Hostilities in north- 
ern Namibia have ceased and both South Afncan and 
SWAPO forces have been confined to bases, a press 
Statement by the joint commussion confirmed today. 


The statement, issued tonight by the three govern- 
ments —Angola, Cuba and South Africa—said: “both the 
administrator general (Mr Louis Pienaar) and the United 
Nations special representative (Mr Martt: Ahtisaari) 
confirmed that South Afncan forces were again confined 
to base and that a de facto cessation of hostilities existed 
in the northern area of Namibia. Additional measures to 
avoid further interruption of the peace process in south- 
western Africa were also discussed. 


“Angola and UNTAC [UN Transition Assistance 
Group] informed the commission that SWAPO forces in 
are confined to base north of the 16th parallel 
UNTAG monitoring,” the joint commission said. 


The members of the joint commission meeting at Rua- 
cana on Monday and Cahama today. recommended the 
contiuation of the implementation of UN Security 
Council Resolution 435. 


and Cahama, Angola on 15 and 19 May 1989 respec- 
tively, the commis snd the cenetten efieh had 


“B) Concerning those SWAPO forces confined to base 
north of the 16th paraliel who do not choose to return to 
Namubua, it was resterated tha: they will remain confined 
to base under UNTAG monitoring until one week afics 
the date of ceruficatson of the election in accordance 
with the settlement proposal in terms of Secunty Council 
Resolution 435. 


“C) in conformity with resolution 435 SWAPO [South 
West African Police) will continue with its primary role 
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uation of the | of Unsned Nations Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 435 of 1978." 
Mr Botha's letter continued: 


during the transition period 1s the primary task of the 
admuinisirator-general. which includes the responsibility 
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for maintaining law and order in the territory. Particu- 
larly in the light of the incursions which took place as 
from the night of 31 March 1989, and to avoid any 
misunderstanding which may arise in future, the South 
African Government wishes to make it clear that the 
adminis\ rator-general has the right to use such measures 
and means as he would deem appropriate to counter 
activities of an aggressive, violent or intimidatory nature 
emanating from whatever quarter. 


“The South African Government trusts that you and the 
members of the Security Council will ensure that all 
political parties appreciate the importance of adhering 
scrupulously to the provisions of the relevant agree- 
ments. 


“*Please accept, Mr Secretary General, the renewed assur- 
ances of my highest consideration,” Mr Botha said. 


Communique Issued on UN 435 
MB1905 195089 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1915 GMT 19 May 89 


[T=2xt] Dear listeners, good evening. The major news that 
we have for you this evening is that all obstacles to the 
application of resolution 435 have been removed. As 
from next Monday [22 May] resolution 435 may con- 
tinue to be implemented, inasmuch as representatives 
from Angola, Cuba, and South Africa today approved 12 
important documents in Cahama, Cunene Province, 
about 200 km from the Namibian border. These docu- 
ments put an end to the crisis that arose as a result of the 
serious confrontations that took place in northern 
Namibia, endangering the application of the resolution. 


Here is the press communique issued this afternoon at 
the end of the tripartite joint commission meeting: 


Delegations from the People’s Republic of Angola, the 
Republic of Cuba, and the Republic of South Africa, 
members of the joint commission, met in Ruacana and 
Cahama, in the People’s Republic of Angola on 15 and 
19 May 1989, respectively. 


Delegations from the USSR and the United States 
attended the meeting as observers. To uphold an earlier 
decision of the joint commission, the UN special repre- 
sentative in Namibia, and the commander of the UN 
Transition Assistance Group [UNTAG] forces as well as 
the Namibian administrator general also attended the 
meeting. 


The delegations reviewed the situation in light of th steps 
undertaken by the interested parties since | April 1989 
to resolve the problems that had emerged. Both the 
administrator general and the UN special representative 
in Namibia confirmed that the South African forces were 
once again confined to their bases and that a de facto 
cessation of hostilities existed in northern Namibia. 
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The delegation also discussed measures to avoid a future 
interrupticn of the peace process in southwestern Africa. 


Angola and UNTAG informed the commission that 
SWAPO forces were confined to their bases to the north 
of the 16th parallel under the UNTAG control. 


The delegations approved the Cahama minutes, which 
establish the results of the joint commission as well as the 
future actions of its members. The commission called for 
the continuation of the application of the UN Security 
Council Resolution 435/78. The commission also 
expressed its sincere gratitude to the government of the 
People’s Republic of Angola for the facilities accorded for 
the holding of the joint commission meetings. 


As we pointed out above, another document was 
approved at the end of the meeting, entitled the Cahama 
minutes: 


At the end of the meetings of the joint tripartite com- 
mission created by the Brazzaville Protoco!, held in 
Ruacana on 15 May 1989 and in Cahama on !9 May 
1989, in the People’s Republic of Angola, the commis- 
sion reviewed the situation that emerged on | April 1989 
and the subsequent steps taken by the interested govern- 
ments to resolve the difficulties that had emerged and to 
guarantee the uninterrupted implementation of the 
peace process in southwestern Africa. 


The commission took note of the positive steps under- 
taken by the governments of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, the Republic of Cuba, and the Republic of South 
Africa, to fulfill their obligations and responsibilities as 
enshrined in the [words indistinct] declarations and the 
subsequent agreements among the parties. 


The commission particularly took note of the informa- 
tion provided by the People’s Republic of Angola and 
UNTAG that the SWAPO armed elements were now 
confined in their bases north of the 16th parallel under 
UNTAG control. 


Both the special representative of the UN secretary 
general and the general administrator confirmed that all 
the South African forces were once again confined to 
their bases under UNTAG control and that a de facto 
cessation of hostilities had been re-established in north- 
ern Namibia. 


To continue the peace process in southwestern Africa, in 
which UN Security Council Resolution 435 is an indis- 
pensable factor, the commission agreed that the next 
steps would increase the confidence and would facilitate 
the subsequent peace development process, without 
interruption. 


FBIS-AFR-89-101 
26 May 1989 


Angola and Cuba will continue to implement all practi- 
cal measures at their disposal to fulfill their undertakings 
in the Geneva protocol of 5 August 1988, whereby all 
SWAPO forces will be transferred north of the 16th 
parallel. 


With regard to these SWAPO forces confined in their 
bases north of the 16th parallel [words indistinct] to 
return to Namibia, it was reiterated that they would 
continue to be confined to their bases under UNTAG 
control until | week after the date of the certification of 
elections, according to the UN Security Council Resolu- 
tion 435 proposal. 


In conformity with resolution 435, SWAPO will con- 
tinue to play its principal role to maintain law and order. 
SWAPO will also continue joint efforts to discover any 
arms caches in Namibia. 


The commission has asked the special representative of 
the UN secretary general to increase the UNTAG control 
force every time this is considered necessary. 


Foliowing the dissolution of the Joint Military Commis- 
sion on 19 May 1988, the governments of South Africa 
and Angola have agreed to come to a reciprocal agree- 
ment to meet regularly until the certification of the 
election results in Namibia in order to exchange and 
compare information, as well as begin subsequent inves- 
tigations if one of the parties so requests. 


The parties called for the continued implementation of 
UN Security Council Resolution 435. 


UN Spokesman Pleased With SADF Withdrawal 
MB1505 113489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1127 GMT 15 May 89 


[Text] Windhoek, May 15, SAPA—Indications were that 
the phased reduction of South African forces in Namibia 
to 1500 men would be completed before the due date on 
June 30, a senior United Nations spokesman, Mr Cedric 
Thornberry, said in Windhoek today. 


The withdrawal of the SA Defence Force from Namibia 
““may be a little wobbly at the edges now, but we have 
been given assurances by the SADF, which we accept, 
that the withdrawal will get fully back on schedule in 
three to four weeks,” he told a media briefing. “All 
indications from our own military component” were 
that the SADF was withdrawing from Namibia. 


In terms of the UN settlement plan, the SADF was to 
have reduced its forces in Namibia to 12,000 men by last 
Friday. Three weeks later, on June 2, Pretoria may have 
only 8,000 men left in Namibia. At the end of June, only 
1500 remaining SADF troops are to be confined to bases 
at Grootfontein and Oshivelo before the formal begin- 
ning of four months of electioneering on July 1. 
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Mr Thornberry said the UN was pleased with the way its 
operation in Namibia was now proceeding. “We have 
almost put in place the largest operation the UN has ever 
mounted,” he said. “We had a rough beginning. We 
came to supervise a ceasefire and found we had a war.” 


A consignment of four-wheel drive vehicles from Japan 
and radio equipment for the UN task force were 
expected to be unshipped at Walvis Bay in the next few 
days. 


Mr Thornberry said the UN was satisfied with the 
planned confinement to fixed locations of SWAPO guer- 
rillas north of the 16th parallel in Angola, but he declined 
to disclose at this stage how may fighters the UN had 
counted there. 


Before 6am last Saturday, the SADF had been confined 
to bases as required by the Cape Town agreement of 
Angola, Cuba and South Africa. Elements of the police 
counter-insurgency units, however, were not restricted to 
bases and the UN special representative in Namibia, Mr 
Martti Ahtisaari, would give his urgent attention to the 
issue. 


Mr Ahtisaari, of Finland, and senior UN officials are 
presently attending a meeting of the joint commission at 
Ruacana near the border between Angola and Namibia. 


Mr Thornberry said the UN viewed it as a priority to 
come to grips with allegations of intimidation. “If we do 
not take control of that problem, there is no way that we 
can have free and fair elections in Namibia,” he added. 


RSA Confinement, Withdrawal Progress Noted 
MB1505163589 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 15 May 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] On 13 May, South African troops based in 
Namibia were supposed to finally withdraw to their 
bases in the north, 6 weeks after they left them to pursue 
SWAPO guerrillas at the start of the UN independence 
operation on | April. The UN plan is now behind 
schedule but due to resume today. On the line to Wind- 
hoek, Balian Timbote asked Gwen Lister if the South 
Africans have, in fact, returned to their bases: 


{Begin recording] [Lister] Well, we ave heard that most 
of them are, in fact, back in base, but there has been a 
report about some controversions, that they have been 
released from base for various things in the north, but we 
haven't as yet got any further details. 


[Timbote] What is the United Nations saying? 


[Lister] The United Nations hasn’t said very much on it 
at all at the moment. We have been trying to get hold of 
them to establish whether, in fact, the South Africans 
who have returned to base are being monitored by 
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UNTAG [UN Transition Assistance Group] officials 
and whether, in fact, their total emplacement is in place 
in the north at the moment but without success up to 
now. 


[Timbote] The South Africans say that they are moving 
some of their military equipment back into South Africa. 
Is this a media event? Or is it being done surreptitiously? 


[Lister] Well, we haven't seen much evidence of a lot of 
movement of military hardware out of Namibia, and, 
naturally, much of their equipment which was up in the 
far north has been leased to the United Nations. We 
gather that the equipment in question has been painted 
white and that, in fact, it doesn’t look like South African 
military vehicles or antiland mine devices at the 
moment. For the rest, we haven’t seen much movement 
of hardware, certainly not on the roads, but there is some 
speculation that a lot of the materials which will be taken 
back in the near future, they will move, via Walvis Bay, 
across the sea rather than across land. [end recording] 


Roux Reports ‘No Incidents,’ ‘Calm’ in North 
MB1405095289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0944 GMT 14 May 89 


[Excerpts] Windhoek, May 14, SAPA—No incidents had 
been reported in northern Namibia this weekend and it 
appeared the situation was calm in the region, an official 
spokesman, Mr Gerhard Roux, said in Windhoek today. 


South African troops ceased hostile action at 6am yes- 
terday against SWAPO guerrillas who may still be in 
northern Namibia. A military spokesman said South 
African forces resumed movements to pull out equip- 
ment and to reduce the number of troops in Namibia to 
12,000 men—monitored by United Nations personnel. 


The UN settlement plan in Namibia requires Pretoria to 
have no more than 12,000 men in the country six weeks 
after implementation date, April 1. On Friday, the first 
12-week phase of the UN decolonisation process in 
Namibia reached the half-way mark, but severe fighting 
from April | disrupted the schedule. [passage omitted] 


The UN special representative, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, and 
the administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, have to 
determine tomorrow that peace and order have been 
restored and that the settlement process is back on track. 
They are due to attend a meeting tomorrow of the Joint 
Monitoring Commission—established by South Africa, 
Cuba and Angola to supervise a regional peace accord— 
near Ruacana, on the Namibia/Angola border. [passage 
omitted] 


After the Ruacana meeting, Mr Ahtisaari, of Finland, 
and South Africa’s Mr Pienaar must urgently address the 
removal of remaining restrictive and discriminatory 
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laws and the declaration of a general amnesty. In a 
proclamation last Thursday [11 May], Mr Pienaar abol- 
ished the political structures of Namibia’s second-tier 
ethnic authorities. 


These moves are required to allow Namibian exiled 
refugees to return to their homes and to take part in the 
political process. 


The UN has already registered more than 30,000 Namib- 
ian exiles in Angola and Zambia who indicated they 
wanted to come home voluntarily. According to UN 
documents, there are an estimated 58,000 Namibian 
exiles all over the world. 


In the terms of the settlement, SWAPO guerrillas—to be 
confined initially to fixed locations north of the 16th 
parallel inside Angola—will be allowed to return to 
Namibia through designated entry points provided they 
lay down their arms. 


SWAPO Party Notes Plans For Return 
MB1405 105589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1012 GMT 14 May 89 


[Text] Harare, May 14, SAPA—The South-West Africa 
People’s Organisation (SWAPO) is ready to go into 
Namibia provided all provisions of the United Nations 
plan are observed, the party’s secretary for logistics and 
supplies, Mr Festus Naholo, said today. He told Zimba- 
bwe’s ZIANA news agency in Harare that about 100,000 
Namibian exiles were expected to return to the country 
under the United Nations’ repatriation programme. 


He said SWAPO was ready to send the first group 
tomorrow, but were prevented by arrangements insides 
the country and they had been advised to move on May 
22. An advance party of SWAPO leaders would arrive in 
Namibia charged with receiving the returning refugees. 


Mr Naholo, a member of SWAPO’s Repatriation Com- 
mittee, said the second extra-ordinary meeting of the 
Central Committee of the party recommended that 
members return to Namibia in readiness for the Novem- 
ber elections. He said a technical team was already in 
Namibia, while the election directorate would move in 
during the first two weeks of June. 


After this, executive members of the party would be 
entering Namibia progressively until leader Sam 
Nujoma landed in the country. “There will be problems, 
but we are prepared to face them. We have already gone 
through many problems in the last 23 years,” he said. 


Mr Naholo predicted that SWAPO would capture no less 
than 90 per cent of votes in the elections. “The so-called 
other parties will die a natural death.” There are 45 
registered political parties in Namibia, but most are 
largely ethnic-based. 
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The United Nations peace plan for Namibia under the 

world body’s Resolution 435 was derailed on April |, 

ans South Africa accused SWAPO of violating a fragile 
ire. 


This effectively suspended the plan, including prepara- 
tions for the release of political prisoners and detainees 
and the repeal of restrictive and discriminatory laws 
leading to the safe return of exiles. 


SWAPO Says UN 435 Only Way to Independence 
MB1505195989 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 15 May 89 


[Text] The South West African Peoples’ Organization 
Says it regards UN Resolution 435 as the only plan that 
could lead to independence. Internal leaders of the 
Organization said an amendment to the implementation 
period of resolution 435 will be rejected by SWAPO. 


UN Joint Committee Holds Meeting 
MB1505195889 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 15 May &9 


[Text] The working committee on :mpartiality and allied 
matters, established by the administrator general and the 
UN secretary general's special representative, met this 
morning for the first time. The meeting was held under 
chairmanship of Mr Kobus Bauermann, chief executive 
officer in the office of the administrator general. The 
committee heard proposals on their working procedures. 


* Possible SWAPOL Ambush of PLAN Raised 
34000376a Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL in English 
21-27 Apr 89 p 9 


[Text] “I’m not a military man,” said a SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] supporter in Wind- 
hoek’s Katutura township last week, “but there’s some- 
thing that really worries me about how all those PLAN 
[People’s Liberation Army of Namibia] fighters died on 
April 1.” 


Now that the war in the north has died down, Namibians 
are beginning to ask probing questions about the bloody 
two weeks of conflict. 


If anything, the Katutura resident's concern is voiced 
more bluntly by civilians in Owamboland. There, it is 
firmly believed that when SWAPO guerrillas came 
across the Angolan border just before and on the first day 
of the transition process, they were ambushed by the 
South-West African Police [SWAPOL]. 


The civilians reject the SWAPOL description of events, 
which essentially rests on the claim that “routine 
patrols” came across tracks, followed them, and were 
fired upon. 


They point to the very large numbers killed in the initial 
clashes, compared with the two weeks that followed. 
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No reliable global figure is available. But according to 
official sources, 38 guerrillas—as compared with two 
policemen—were killed in one engagement, near Rua- 
cana, on April |. A police spokesman later said there had 
been 30 “contacts” on that day. 


Residents of Northern Namibia believe that SWAPOL— 
and more specifically, the “renamed” elements of 
Koevoet—knew all about the imminent crossing, and 
simply let SWAPO walk into an ambush. 


Observers in Windhoek also point to long-standing 
South African claims that SWAPO had been heavily 
infiltrated by Pretoria’s intelligence agencies. If these 
were true, they ask, how was an infiltration on a scale 
dwarfing anything in the 23-year-old war carried out 
undetected until it was too late? 


Against this, Pretoria has put it on record that com- 
plaints had been lodged with the United Nations for 
several weeks prior to April |, detailing a SWAPO 
build-up in southern Angola, below the 16th Parallel. 


Nevertheless, the size of the inf:!tration was never hinted 
at, and the questions about the “ambush” persist, par- 
ticularly among SWAPO supporters. 


There have also been angry SWAPO accusations that 
even if, as South Africa says, regular police—not army— 
units attacked the guerrillas, they violated agreements by 
not limiting themselves to the carrying of small arms. 


Many civilians allege that the SWAPOL Casspirs were 
armed with their customary rooftop cannons when the 
first “contacts” were made, Koevoet members say, how- 
ever, that the big guns had been dismantled and were 
lying inside the vehicles when the firefights started—and 
were refitted during the battles. 


As with all other elements of the complex peace package, 
there is ambiguity about the use of heavy weapons: the 
police were restricted to the use of side-arms, excepting 
in “extraordinary circumstances”. SWAPOL argues an 
extraordinary situation, as envisaged by the relevant 
clause, did arise. 


The underlying accusation—it has only this week been 
publicly aired—is that Koevoet, with or without the 
knowledge or approval of the army and the politicians, 
exploited an opportunity to wipe out as many of Plan’s 
fighters as possible—and with effective international 


approval. 


There were quick and emphatic denials from the security 
forces that a “no prisoners” policy had been adopted. 
However, for the previous two weeks there had been 
speculation among journalists in Owamboland that a 
number of guerrillas appeared to have been shot through 
the head at point-blank range. suggesting that not all had 
died in firefights. 
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This week, congressional aides and reporters in Wash- 
ington were bluntly told that many PLAN fighters had 
been “effectively executed”. A television documentary 
programme, compiled by a group called South Africa 
Now, showed pictures of dead guerrillas. 


It also records the hasty mass-grave burials—since said by 
South African officials to have been unfortunate but 
“unavoidable”—and this has fuelled the grisly hypothesis. 


Many of these aspects could be clarified if pathological 
and ballistical investigations are undertaken on bodies of 
exhumed guerrillas. 


And there remain other unclear factors. Civilians wonder 
whether the uncompromising character of SWAPOL’s 
offensive had the approval of the SWA Territory Force and 
the South African Defence Force. 


There is also uncertainiy over the full role played by 
politicians, such as Administrator-General Louis 
Pienaar and Foreign Minister Pik Botha. 


But it is self-evident that if even some of the claims are 
proved to be substantively true, the international diplo- 
matic gains made by South Africa since April |, will be 
dramatically reduced. 


And, for the first time, attention will be drawn away 
from the still-unresolved arguments about whether the 
guerrilla movement had legitimate grounds for believing 
that its fighters could surface in Namibia in peace. 


* Development Potential Termed ‘Above Average’ 
340004 76b Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English 
23 Apr 89 p 4 


{Text} An independent Namibia has the potential to 
become a major sub-Saharan force on the African eco- 
nomic scene, says Old Mutual chief economist Dave 
Mohr. 


A number of factors could raise the country’s develop- 
ment potential above the average of African countries. 


These include the well-developed infrastructure and stra- 
tegic mining resources, while there is potential for tour- 
ism to make a significant contribution to the economy. 


And while the economy has traditionally relied on pri- 
mary production as its major contributor, there is con- 
siderable potential for industry, which currently repre- 
sents only a small portion of the economy. 


Mr Mohr says the traditional links between Namibia and 
South Africa have worked to the economic benefit of 
both. 


“While it is impossible to speculate about future links. a 
sudden severance of these historic ties would almos 
certainly not be beneficial to either country.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Mr Mohr said the country had an unusually open econ- 
omy in which a large proportion of total production was 
exported, while a significant percentage of domestic 
demand was satisfied by imports. 


Between 1970 and 1987 exports comprised about 60 
percent of gross domestic product. 


“Uranium and diamonds are responsible for about 70 
percent of total exports, while fishing and agriculture 
constitute a further 13 percent. 


“Due to this dominant contribution from the primary 
sector and the openness of the economy, extraneous 
factors such as droughts, commodity prices and interna- 
tional growth trends have a significant bearing on the 
economy.” 


Between 1980 and 1987, the primary sectors accounted 
for 47 percent of the economy, compared with South 
Africa’s 21.5 percent for the same period. 


Mr Mohr warned that Namibia’s budget deficit, when 
calculated without contributions from South Africa and 
customs union transfers, inhibited the economy’s pros- 


pects. 


“Although the past few years have been characterized by 
a worthy effort to improve the fiscal position, total 
government expenditure and the budget deficit were still 


unacceptably high. 


“To worsen matters, the SA economy, to which Namibia 
is so close, has also been fairly unstable during the past 


Government spending should be restructured to favor 
Capital spending on buildings, machinery and other 
forms of production capacity. 


Referring to the country’s tax structure, he said it had a 
number of sound features, such as a relatively low rate of 
GST (9 percent on all goods) and a healthy balance 
between personal and corporate tax (personal tax is 8 
percent of personal income compared with South 
Africa’s 11 percent). 


However, government spending would have to be curbed 
to prevent extreme pressure on existing sources of tax 
revenue. 


Reunion 
* Ways To Fight Increased Crime Discussed 


34190157b Saint Denis LA QUOTIDIEN in French 
7 Mar 89 p4 


[Article by Pascal Souprayen: “Reinforce the Police 
With the CRS”} 


[Text] There is a shortage of police on the island. The 
CFDT [expansion unknown]-Police had to sound the 
alarm once again at their general meeting. Moreover, this 
union is concerned about the rumor claiming that the 
RS [State Security Police] corps in Reunion is going to 
eliminated soon. 
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Purse-snatching, burglaries, and thefts from automo- 
biles, to name a few, are on the rise. Cnly 30 percent of 
the cases have currently been solved. This figure is far 
from satisfying the CFDT-Police. “It is essential to hire 
150 to 200 men for the service to function properly,” 
Jean Denis Robert, the secretary general, estimates. 

“Delinquency and petty crimes have been constantly 
increasing while serious crimes, such as armed robberies 
and theft with violence, have also been rising at the same 
time. It is therefore urgent to revise the number of staff 
to curb this scourge. Only five policemen are on duty at 
night at the present time. Imagine what would happen if 
an accident should occur: three officers would be mobi- 
lized. And if they should ever be called on another case 
at the same time, there would only be one left at the 
Station. This is unacceptable.” 


This labor union would recommend that new police 
Stations be set up in Saint Louis, Saint Paul, and Saint 
Andre. But first it would like to see the number of staff 
revised. Apparently this problem does not affect the 
urban police alone. The situation is similar and even 
worse in other sectors such as the PAF (Air and Border 
Police). “Frequently men are on duty for over 20 hours,” 
Louis Boyer, a member of the bureau, indicated. “The 
head of the service is not to blame, but the problem is a 
shortage of staff. Moreover, mealtime is not taken into 
account. In the private sector, this would be reason 
enough to trigger a strike.” 


Regroup All Services 


The shortage is felt in the administrative sector as well. 
““We have been forced to recruit the TUC [expansion 
unknown],” Jean Denis Robert explained. ““They are not 
very efficient or only start working efficiently by the end 
of the contract.” According to the CFDT-Police, the 
Structures of the investigative services need to be 
reformed. At the present time, there are five services: the 
PAF, General Intelligence, Urban Police, Territorial 
Service, and the CRS. “Why not group them all 
together,” asks Axel Moreau, a member of the bureau. 
“And a regional director would head this group. We 
could have better security control if they were unified 
like this.” This proposal is being studied at the Interior 
Ministry. It is already being tested in two metropolitan 
departments. 


Another problem discussed by the CFDT-Police is the 
shortage of supplies. Radio links are very poor in Saint 
Denis, because of obsolete equipment. “Currently, all 
the government offices have data processing equipment 
except the police,” Jean Denis Robert deplores. “‘It 
would enable us to expedite our investigations and have 
information on crime trends. The police received two 
computers to process police reporis in Saint Denis; this 
equipment was seized by the commissioner. The result is 
that nearly 10,000 infractions have been blocked.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Have the CRS Helped the Judicial Force 


For some time there has been a rumor to the effect that 
the CRS is going to be eliminated soon. This concerns 
the CFDT-Police, which has asked for a hearing with the 
CRS’s Central Directorate on 9 March 1989 to find out 
the exact situation. The CRS’s mission is to ensure that 
order is maintained in the event of social troubles. “But 
Reunion has been spared any troubles of this sort so far,” 
Jean Denis Robert explained. ““Why shouldn't these men 
come and give a hand to the judicial police? Five CRS 
men are in charge of guarding the commissioner at night 
and there are five policemen for one police station open 
day and night in the city of Saint-Denis. This is worth 
thinking about. The role of the CRS is confined to 
guarding prisoners hospitalized at the CHD [expansion 
unknown] in Bellepierre, extractions, and reinforcing the 
PAF and the guard at police headquarters (16 men by 
day). They could therefore reinforce the ranks of the 
judicial police.” 


The CFDT-Police remains confident despite everything. 
“A dialogue has once again been initiated in the police 
force since Lepetit left,” Jean Denis Robert said. “Last 
year, we could not talk with the director. We are delighted 
with this change.” This union does not want to be thought 
of as having instigated Bernard Lepetit’s departure. “He 
still had two years of service left, but he was put on pension 
after a general inspection of the National Police. No 
comment,” the secretary general said. 


The CFDT-Police then proceeded to renew the terms of 
its bureau on Saturday. The team of leaders was unani- 
mously re-elected, with Jean Denis as secretary general 
and Richel Sacri as deputy secretary general. 


Zambia 


* Kaunda Hits Inconsistent U.S. Policy on RSA 
34000377d Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
23 Mar 89 p 1 


(Text] The United States government should remove 
serious contradictions in its policies on apartheid which 
have exacerbated the suffering of oppressed people in 
Southern Africa, President Kaunda said in Lusaka yes- 
terday. 


The region’s people suffered under the racist regime 
because the United States implemented sanctions against 
South Africa and at the same time supported UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola], 
and now worked against UN resolution 435 which it 


brought up through former president Jimmy Carter. 


The United States was complicating Namibia's forth- 
coming elections by arguing that SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] “should not be given too 
much room” when the people themselves needed to 
decide on their government. 
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The President said this when he held a luncheon at State 
House for president of the Phelps-Stockes Fund from the 
United Sttaes Mr Franklin Williams and his delegation. 


He told Mr Williams who was accompanied by U.S. 
ambassador Mr Jeffrey Davidow that Frontline leaders 
were “for the first time” ready to talk to South Africa 
which had a large responsibility in the Namibian transi- 
tion to independence. 


But it was up to the American leadership to avoid 
contradictions in its policies. 


“If the elections go well and South Africa stops helping 
UNITA, and Bush does not accept that, which country is 
he going to use to ferry arms?” 


Such actions would antagonise ties between Zaire and 
Angola. 


“I don’t see Zaire coming under pressure. How will the 
people react? Why should the U.S. do such a thing? Why 
does the U.S. want to make Angola and Zaire fight?” 


It was not possible for Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia 
to allow such a move and Zaire had been approached. 


He could not keep quiet because the issues affected 
mankind and neither could the region’s leaders who 
would be haunted by the many innocent children who 
had died in forests of Mozambique, Angola and other 
states because of apartheid destabilisation. 


On the Zambian who was killed on Sunday when he 
accidentally detonated a South African landmine, Cde 
Kaunda said the blacks had suffered too much in the 


region. 


““Yours is the greatest nation in wealth and in physical 
development. Wealth that you have very often used very 
well and very often used very badly. Let us finish the job 
in South Africa together.” 


Noting that the United States needed to be praised for its 
positive actions, Cde Kaunda spoke highly of outgoing 
assistant secretary of state for African affairs Dr Chester 
— who had helped achieve accords on Namibian 
iberty. 


Mr Williams said his organisation which specialised in 
providing educational scholarships as far as degree !evel 
had helped many blacks in Botswana, Zimbabwe and 
was now working on people of Namibia and looked 
forward to supporting South Africans too. 


The ANC [African National Congress} has meanwhile 
reacted cautiously to British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s visit to Southern Africa this week. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Spokesman Cde Tom Sebina said in Lusaka it was 
premature at this stage to comment on the significance 
or otherwise of the British leader’s visit to the region. 


Mrs Thatcher is scheduled to visit Zimbabwe and 
Malawi from today until Saturday. 


She has ruled out a visit to South Africa during her 
current trip to the region but said the release of jailed 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela could lead to her visiting 
South Africa in future. 


In Havana, SWAPO representative in Cuba Cde Joseph 
Kanyenye said South Africa was trying to change the 
election regulations to influence the outcome of the 
Namibian election, report Zana/PL. 


At another function last night, Cde Kaunda lauded 
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland for 
her contribution to the worldwide search for peace. 


He said this when he received K 15,000 (10,000 Norwe- 
gian kroner) at State House from new Norad [expansion 
unknown] resident representative Mr Rolf Skudal 
donated by Norwegian businessmen towards an eye 
project at University Teaching Hospital, reports Zana. 


“Peace is part and parcel of the global struggle. It 
concerns all of us,” he said. 


He commended former Norad resident representative 
Mr Jakob Sotoraas for the good work he did in Zambia. 


He said Norad was helping Zambia at a time when 
“friends” from the World Bank were discouraged. 


* Kaunda Praises Gorbachev for Peace Efforts 
34000377a Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 
27 Mar 89 p I 


[Text] President Kaunda yesterday praised Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev for his role in defusing East-West 
tension through his peace initiatives. 


He said Cde Gorbachev was destined to change the 
world from confrontation and loss of lives to coopera- 
tion which has begun to bear fruit. 


Cde Kaunda said this at State House when Soviet 
journalist Nikolai Reshetniak presented him with copies 
of his (Cde Kaunda’s) biography. 


The President told Cde Reshetniak and soviet officials 
who included deputy foreign minister Anatoly 
Adamishin that ever since Cde Gorbachev took over 
power there had been remarkable improvement in the 
East-West relations. 


“Gorbachev is a bridge builder. He has built bridges over 
many gulfs, colour, religion and ideology” he said. 
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Cde Kaunda recalled that former United States Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan once referred to the Soviet Union as 
an evil empire, but within a short space of time, he was 
compelled to say the Soviet Union was not evil. 


He noted that the Soviet Union had shown signs of 


goodwill by pulling its troops out of Afghanistan, but 
expressed dismay that the United States and Pakistan 


continued to support Afghan rebels. 


Cde Adamishin told the President that the Soviet people 
hold him in high esteem because of his contributions to 
the struggle for independence in Africa. 


Soviet people were greatly inspired by President Kaun- 
da’s wisdom especially his stand on southern African 


politics. 


* Zalu Urges J Investment in 
34000377b Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 
17 Mar 89 p I 


[Excerpt] Zambia welcomes the initiative by Japan to 
invest in the country and is prepared to discuss the 
possibilities of starting joint ventures, Indeco [Industrial 
Development Corporation] managing director Dixie 
Zulu said in Lusaka yesterday. 


Cde Zulu was speaking when he met a group of 23 
Japanese industrialists and businessmen at the Indeco 
head office. 


“We would like the Japanese to investigate potential 
investment opportunities in the region and we are pre- 
pared to learn and cooperate,” Cde Zulu said. 


There were several sectors in which the Japanese could 
invest, the largest being agriculture which contributes 68 
per cent to Indeco’s turnover, he said. 


He cited meat processing, pineapple production and veg- 
etable oil extraction as some of the agro-based ventures. 


And chairman of the Zambia Industrial and Commercial 
Association ZINCON, Cde Alexander Chikwanda, told 
the same team that adverse economic trends and the 
inability of Zambians to respond to economic challenges 
has caused economic difficulties in the country. 


“The background to economic difficulties is the adverse 
economic trends and our own inadequate response to 
challenges and crisis,” Cde Chikwanda said. 


He said, however, that the country was determined to get 
the economy going. 


“Zambia is struggling to uplift standards to join the 
league of nations that have reached success. In three to 
five years we are likely to be self-sufficient in the 
production of the few imported food items such as wheat 
and edible oils,” he said. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Meanwhile, President Kaunda reiterated his appeal to 
Japanese industrialists to pull out of South Africa 
because Pretoria was insulting the Japanese by making 
them honorary whites. 


At a State House working breakfast for visiting Japanese 
industrialists Cde Kaunda said the Japanese should not 
try to perpetrate apartheid by investing in South Africa. 


Cde Kaunda said Zambia admired the Japanese and 
would not let South Africans insult or bribe them. 


Leader of the Japanese delegation, Shingo Nomura, said 
Japan was seeking partnership ventures with Africa and 
that many of the businessmen and industrialists were 
young, innovative men and women from the private- 
sector. 


* Japanese Aid for Bridge Feasibility Study 
34000377c Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
13 Mar 89 p 3 


[Tex!! The stage is set for the replacement of the aging 
Kaive bridge south of Lusaka with Japanese technical 
assistance after the signing of the preliminary study of 
ihe Kafue road project with the Government. 


A full-scale feasibility study of the bridge whose life-span 
dates back 40 years when it was “uprooted” from the 
River Thames in England, would start in July this year at 
a cost of K10 million, it was learnt at the weekend. 


Permanent secretary in the Ministry of Power, Transport 
and Communications Cde Nedson Nyoni signed for 
Zambia while leader of the four-man Japanese team Mr 
Hiroto Ochi endorsed for his country at a private cere- 
mony held in Lusaka on Friday. 


During a cocktail party to mark the successful comple- 
tion of the week-long preliminary study by the Japanese 
engineers, director-general of the National Commission 
for Development Planning (NCDP) Dr Leonard Chi- 
vuno said the Kafue bridge project was a high priority for 
the Government. 


“The project is very important because it will not only 
serve traffic in Zambia but is connected to countries like 
Zaire in the north and Zimbabwe, Botswana, Swaziland, 
Lesotho, South Africa and soon Namibia in the south,” 
he said. 


Cde Chivuno welcomed the Japanese for coming to the 
aid of Zambia to construct a new bridge across the Kafue 
River, and said the move answered the need of all the 
countries in Southern Africa to be connected by reliable 
communication network. 


“It is for this reason that we attach a lot of importance to 
the success of the project. This is a high priority project,” 
he said. 
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Mr Ochi who is director of Mukajima maintenance 
office, third construction bureau of Honshu-Shikoku 
bridge authority whose organisation constructed the 
longest bridge in Japan pledged his team’s commitment 
to the Kafue road bridge project. 


* Union Expels Teachers for Boycotts 
34000379a Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 
29 Mar 89 p | 


[Text] Two hundred and ninety seven teachers were 
expelled last month from the Zambia National Union of 
Teachers (ZNUT) fo: taking part in illegal class boycotts. 


ZNUT's deputy general secretary Lotti Chella disclosed 
in Lusaka yesterday that circulars had been sent to all the 
unions to this effect and the teachers would receive their 
letters of expulsion soon. 


Cde Chella said ZNUT had expelled the teachers who 
were involved in illegal boycotts because they were 
painting the union as a perpetrator of unlawful acts. 


ZNUT respected the Party leadership and it would not 
entertain any misconduct by the teachers, he said. 


Meanwhile, Cde Chella has said ZNUT had submitted 
proposals to the Ministry of General Education, Youth 
and Sport on how to resolve the issue of diploma-holding 
secondary school teachers who are boycotting senior 


He said the teachers should resume work beca: he 
union was still waiting for a response from gov: 


He said last week, the union executive members were a! 
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport to discuss 
the same issue. 


Cde Chella said government has recognised that diploma 
holders teaching senior classes are entitled to an allow- 
ance and something in that line will come up soon. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


* Youth Concern Over Unemployment 
34000378d Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
13 Mar 89 p 1 


[Excerpt] Zamhian youths have warned that unless the 
Party and its Government take immediate remedial 
measures to al.eviate the unemployment problem facing 
them, more than two million people will turn to anti- 
social activities. 


A message from the youths delivered by Irene Mambo, a 
Grade 11 student at Lusaka’s Kamwala secondary 
school, said youths were greatly concerned about unem- 
ployment figures which stood at 2.5 million. 


Youth unemployment is the biggest single issue facing 
Zambia's young. 


While mindful of the various programmes that the Party 
and Government has targeted for them the youths felt 
there was still need for review. 


“Zambia stands to lose the contribution of 2.5 million 
hands to the great task of nation building. 


“The unemployed youth personally view our society as 
uncaring. They have no hope for the future and they 
think the system does not care for them,” the message 
said. 


The unemployed youth felt reyected and ended up rebel- 
ling against the society that brought them up. 


“We appeal to the Party, and to you Comrade President, 
to alleviate this situation which has befallen a great 
number of our comrades.” 


Miss Mambo congratulated the Party for setting up 
youth resettlement schemes and the Zambia youth ser- 
vice transformed into the now Zambia National Service 
(ZNS) which she described as “a powerful instrument” 
in the training of youths. 


ZNS has continued to impart various skills to the youths 
to become productive and sustain themselves and has 
defended Zambia at all times. 


Party Secretary-General Cde Grey Zulu who took the 
salute at the march past for the President told the youths 
that the Central Committee would study their requests 
and demands for action where necessary. 


He promised to deliver their message to President Kaunda. 
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* Mealie Bug Damage Causes Mwinilunga Famine 
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He said although the district produced 23,059 bags of 
a eee 


Meanwhile, Cde Kamalondo yesterday directed party 


leaders in Mwinilunga to go out and encourage people to 
grow more food. 


Cde Kamalondo said in the speech read by Cde Ngam- 
bela that the Party needed every citizen to be productive. 


* Wheat Supply Down; Shortage Until Jel 
34000378a Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 
15 Mar 89 p 1 


[Text] No wheat is expected in the country until the end 
of June or the beginning of July, an Indeco [Industrial 
Development Corporation] spokesman disclosed in 
Lusaka yesterday. 


wd 


that the wheat 
that is expected in June or July will be the consignment 
from the Canadian food aid programme to Zambia. 
But while National Milling cannot increase the supply of 
flour to bakeries due to the shortage, Cde Lwambula 
accused the company of bias in the allocation charging 
that Supa Baking, a state company received the lion's 
share at the expense of private bakeries. 
He said while Supa Baking received more flour, private 
bakers are restricted to only 10 percent of their normal 


allocation. 


[Traore] There will be no strengthening of troops along 
the border. On the contrary, | think [words indistinct] | 
will get the parties to withdrawal their troops along the 
border and that they will be stationed in neighboring 


[Correspondent] Only the Senegalese side has given this 


assurance at the moment? 


{Traore} But I am sure that as far as the Mauritanian side 
iS concerned my minister, who will go there in a few 
hours, will obtain similar assurances. [end recording} 


Niger 


Saibou Shuffles Cabinet, Ousts Foreign Minister 
AB1905 123589 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] General Ali Saibou, chairman of the Higher 
National Orientation Council and head of state, made a 
major cabinet reshuffle this morning. Here is the list of 
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the new cabinet read by Government Secretary General 
Adamou Seydou: 

Pugin Sayéen cutentinn) Gen 45 Gaien, delmene 
~ National Onentation Council, today, 19 May 
1989. a new government which is composed as 


Chairman of the Higher 
National Onentation Coun- 


Secretary of state in the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation in charge of 
cooperation 
Secretary of state in the Min- 
istry of Planning in charge 
of regional planning 
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[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


the count 


number of campuses in Nigeria. Demonstrations got [Text] The wave of unrest among Nigerian stu¢ 


[Text] There are serious disturbances by students at a 


Students of the University of Benin, the polytechnic at 
Auchi, and the College of Education at Abraka all in 


Policemen are standing by their vehicles across the road 
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At Akure, on the other hand. students made a bonfire of 
old tres and other materials. The university authorities 
promptly closed Gown the institution and ordered ail 
students to leave the campus. The police were called in 
but there were no reports of any arrests. 


Students of the nation’s oldest university at Ibadan are still 
debating this afternoon whether or not they should join in 
the growing protest. A mecting of the students congress has 
been summoned for tomorrow to decide on what to do. 
Informed sources say that the protests were, in fact, 
decided on lasi month by the executive committee of the 
outlawed National Association of Nigenan Students. The 
sources say that the committee directed students in all 
universities and other higher educational institutions to 
join 1n the demonstration in protest against gov. rament 
ment program. The students umon of each institution was 
asked to organize its own demons:rations. 


Governor imposes Curfew oa Benia 
AB2505 214889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 25 May 8&9 


{Text} A dusk to dawn curfew has been imposed on 
Benin. the Bendel State capital, following student distur- 
bances. However. those on essential duties. such as 
workers in media establishments, NEPA [National Elec- 
tric Power Authority}. and NITEL [Nigeria Telecommu- 
nications Limited] are not affected by the order. In a 
broadcast to the people of the state this evening. Gover- 
nor Tunde Ogbeha also announced an indefinite closure 
of all primary and post primary institutions in the state. 
He said the government would no longer tolerate any 
form of demonstration, congregation, or acts which 
could threaten peace and order in the state. The governor 
advised parents and guardians to keep their children and 
wards under close watch. 


Senegal 


France Prepared To Mediate in Mauritania Rift 
AB2505 111089 Paris AFP in French 0800 GMT 
25 May 8&9 


[Test] Dakar, 25 May (AFP)}—France is prepared to 
“play a good offices role” between Mauritania and 
Senegal if it is asked to do so. This was stated yesterday 
evening in Dakar by the French cooperation munister. 
Jacques Pelletier. But. he pointed out, “France has not 
been officially asked to mediate by either side.” “For 
France to be able to play that mediatory role, both sides 
have to make the request.” he stressed. 


We should let the current mediation efforts by “several 
presidents continuc.” in particular, those of General 
Moussa Traore, Malian head of state and current OAU 
chairman, Mr Pelletier added. “Everyone 1s concerned.” 
the minister also said, adding “it will be unfortunate to see 
two neighbors who are France's frends reduced to war.” 
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Freach Miaister Leaves for Mauritania 
AB2S0O5 1 > 4989 Paris AFP in French 1221 GMT 
2 s May aS 
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Addressing a press conference at the Ouakan Road 
military camp. where they have been lodged since arriv- 
ing in Senegal. the deportees re-affirmed their Maurita- 


ma. In the cyes of the Berbers. the deporiees claimed, 
blacks were a hinderance to this move. The other reason. 


ership should show a “certificate of good conduct™ in 
order to obtain additional aid. Lastly, the deportees 
argued. “blacks had to be climinated in order to grab 
their land in view of the economic crisis into which the 
Ould Taya regime has plunged the country.” 
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[Artcle by Sidy Lamine Niasse: “The Tragi-Comedy™} 


[Text] Plot or simple combination of circumstances’ To 
approach the reality of the situation. one musi grasp the 
interplay of the different actors on the dramatic scence 
which took place 14 March in the interval between 
eleven o'clock in the morning (the hour of Mr Wade's 


comedy. where time will be needed to uncover alll the ins 
and outs, although in the following pages we have tried 
to penetrate the fog. 


On the other hand, it is certain that at least one of these 


) Demo- 
cratic Party) leader Mr Abdoulay Wade The latter 
would have shown greatcr prudence concerning the 
proposals received. had he properly remembered the 
lesson of the recent past, when he was taken im at a 
national round table. which had been scuttled. If only by 
insisting ON a MinimurMM of guaranices of good feih or 
the part of those on the other side of the tence. The morn 
so, since the latter had opted to present to him through 
unofficial channels. easily dosavowed. thet: proposals tor 
a transitional government of national union, and for the 
dissolution of the National Assembly 


But. on the contrary, Mr Wade fell head first into the 
well-prepared trap. Nevertheless. he had the chance of 
avonding it. In fact, by making contact with Jean Collin latc 
during the mght of | 3 March, he had obtained an audience 
for the next morning. If he had gone there without sending 
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idrissa Seck on his place. Collin’s and Diouf's denials 
ee Cnty Sina Oo 00 Gan Cae see 
had no Could he not have done likewise. if only to 
test the sancerity of his interiocuiors” 


All things considered. Mr Wade had many trumps in 
hand on his return to Senegal. By the reconfirmation of 
his popularity. which a long absence hac not dim:nished. 
ht ss borne out by the warm reception he was given. and 
by hes |! March mecting that had together an 
mmmense crowd. To such an cxtcnt. in fact. that the State 
media were beginning to climb down. in particular by 
presenting extracts of the || March meeting on televi- 
sion. Without that Seydou Madan: Sy's error in 
the presentation of the SOPI [PDS motio meaning 
change] affair was one more trump card for the PDS 
leader. With all these successes. where Wade was holding 
sO many trump cards im his hand. there should be 
absoluicly no hasic in his political action. 


Today there 1s doubt in the minds of a number of his 
sympathizers. and his militants can no longer understand 
anything. Henceforth. can he demonsiraic more reflection 
um his approach to facts that he docs not totally grasp” In 
any event. repetition of the mistake of 14 March will do 
nothing more than exasperaic a population for whom the 
magic of “SOPI™ has lost a little of its effect 


Therefore. be carctul’ 


* Army Restive. Worried After Officers Removed 
34190192) Dakar WA BF ADIRI in French 
24 Mar 89 pp S24 


[Artcte: “Murmurings in the Army "| 


[Text] Mum's the word and lips are scaled. When the 
usually salent army coughs loudly cnough. onc suspects 
there 1s malaise. and the word spreads quickly. But there 
are no indiscretions. much less any answers to the 
questions stirred up. lt 1s a total “black-out” [as pub- 
lished] on the part of goxcramental authorities. and the 
military's ips are buttoned. The army 1s lhe a closed 
socrety. It rarely washes us dirty laundry wm public: 
certainly ut would not for the purpose of focusing atien- 
thon on a malaise which rs increasingly visible. to such an 
extent that its clite units (lanks. commandos, paratroop- 
ers) have been without commanders since last July. 
Quietly. without fanfare And doubtiess what has been 
Stirring things up ts the fact thal those who were removed 
have had to appear before a commission of inquiry— 
along with thew superior in the cham of command. 
«seneral Da Souza. former chict of the army general staff 
trom 1984-1988 who was named ambassador to Bonn in 
July before being recalled to Dakar and withdrawn. lt 
was also interesting to note that Da Souza. who 1s also 
accredited to Austra. was absent from Vienna during 
Abdou Diouf’s trip there at the beginning of the month. 


FBIS-AFR-89-101 
26 May 1989 


What are the accusations against Colonel Didier Bam- 
passy, who headed the commando battalion before being 
relieved of his duties; Major Ibrahima Gabar Diop, 
commander of the armored unit; Colonel Francois 
Gomis, in charge of the paratroopers; Colone! Oumar 
Ndiaye, the senior administrative officer on the quarter- 
master general’s staff; and Gen Tavarez Da Souza? They 
were relieved of their commands last July. No one dares 
yet to suggest that a military coup was being hatched. 
People are scarcely willing to talk about the intrigues and 
discontent, which date back to the troubled post-election 
period last year when the country was on the brink of 
chaos. At that time of political disorder, the idea was 
apparently to restore military order rather than to deploy 
the army against the people. 


All the officers who were implicated in it are under 
arrest, but the conditions in which they are being held 
differ considerably. According to some sources, only two 
of the four were being held at the corps of engineers’ 
military camp at Bargny. This seems to be corroborated 
by the fact that Maj Oumar Ndiaye was seen at the 
funeral service for Dr Albert Bachir on 18 March, and it 
has also been noted that Gen Da Souza moves around 
freely. According to some sources, however, their move- 
ments are kept under discreet surveillance. 


The obvious question is why this affair, which started 
surfacing last July, has now come back to life. Its 
resurgence has coincided with moves by Abdoulaye 
Wade, just back from France, that have stirred up a good 
deal of social tension. When one considers that the 
departure of those officers does not in the least imply a 
total break with their old ties, or even a loss of influence 
over their old troops, one may well wonder whether 
similar causes are producing similar effects. In any 
event, this is the second time since last year that soldiers 
have been called to account. It will be recalled that in 
March 1988 elements of the constabulary were arrested 
for proseparatist sympathies. To this dav they have not 
yet been brought before the State Security Court. Agaiii, 
three of the individuals implicated in the current affair 
were originally from the southern region. One more 
reason to handle the matter with delicacy. 


Still, the extraordinary official silence about such a 
serious matter seems to reflect, on the one hand. a 
determination not to exaggerate the dimensions of an 
affair that could have an adverse impact on troop 
morale, and on the other a consequent desire to settle it 
in a way that does not inflame passions all around. This 
may also explain the silence of Mr Yerim Thiam, who 
defended Mr Wade at his trial and who has been retained 
by the accused officers. He told AFP that he had “no 
comment for the moment, in the interests of both sides.” 
It remains to be seen whether the judicial process that 
began with the examination of the officers will be pur- 
sued, and in what forum. Military or civilian tribunal? 


At all events, the affair seems to have involved civilians. 
For example, it is asserted that Dr Albert Bachir himself 
was interrogated about it. But the elderly doctor died on 15 
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March, taking his secrets with him. A defendant in the 
1983 scandal over budgetary funds diversion (he was 
acquitted), this man who headed the Yamile clinic was also 
an old veteran of Senegalese politics, a “militant” from the 
earliest days of independence. There are political implica- 
tions as well, if one gives credence to a tract circulating 
since 17 March signed by “a group of officers and non- 
commissioned officers” demanding “the release of Gen 
Tavarez and other officers,” while accusing Jean Collin of 
trying to put the army to work on behalf of the ruling party. 


Threat of Assassination 


Still, public opinion has not become agitated, either 
about the affair itself or the speculations about a coup 
that have grown up around it. Senegal remains (along 
with Ivory Coast) one of the handful of African states 
which has rever had a “khaki regime,” and the fact that 
the Senegalese have never lived through such an experi- 
ence may account for their nonchalance. And even if 
aversion to military rule is frankly explicit, Thomas 
Sankara projected an intelligent and sympathetic image 
of the military leader which has shaken some people’s 
stereotypes. In this situation of political crisis, defiance 
of law and order and demoralization in the face of the 
economic crisis, no alarm signals should be lightly dis- 
missed. For as an apt saying goes, the military never take 
power: they just fill a vacuum. 


Does a dangerous vacuum exist? Abdoulaye Bathily, 
secretary general of the LD [Democratic League], in 
discussing this question in a press conference on 23 
March, said: “So long as the army continues to confine 
itself to parades and repression, while staying in an ivory 
tower shut off from the citizenry. coups will be a perma- 
nent threat: that is the logic of the dynamics of political 
contradictions in societies such as ours.” But as his party 
sees it. 25 long as there is no political vacuum, the threat 
is not so serious. With all the public excitement that has 
broken out since Wade's return, the potential vacuum 
has largely been filled. So long as this situation prevails, 
any seizure of power would have to take into account the 
public’s desire for qualitative change. he continued. And 
it is up to the politicians to get to work to promote that 
change before disillusionment sets in. 


Abdoulave Wade. though claiming to have refrained 
from sending his supporters into the streets last week 
because external forces were threatening the regime 
(SOPI likewise talks about the threat of an assassination 
attempt directed against the government), nevertheless 
docs not seem at all concerned about the military threat. 
“That 1s the least of my worries.” he said. “In my view 
the Senegalese people. whatever differences may exist 
among them, must start being responsible. The soldiers 
are Senegai*se just like me, and like me they have a sense 
of responsibility. Even if there ts a danger that they 
might seize power, don’t expect me to keep away from 
SOPI.” 
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So here we have this tiny question mark that SOPI 
stirred up when it disclosed the arrest of the officers 
having a gradual snowball effect. What has already 
happened cannot be undone, even if the situation is 
eventually resolved in “Senegalese fashion.” The army 
has its emotional ups and downs, and the only way it has 
of finding “relief” is somewhat radical. 


* Attack on PDS Official Termed Political 
34190192a Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
24 Mar 89 pp 10, 11 


[Article by B. Gning: “Unsuccessful Attack at Boubacar 
Sall’s Home”; first paragraph is editorial introduction] 


[Text] The Molotov cocktails did not have time to explode, 
but the deed was clearly criminal. Given the current 
situation, and considering that the target was Boubacar 
Sall’s home, it was almost certainly a political act. 


The battle of Thies has been resumed in a dramatic way. 
And it was re-ignited by three homemade Molotov 
cocktails planted the night of 16-17 March at the home 
of Mr Boubacar Sall, the number-two man in the PDS 
[Senegalese Democratic Party]. Even though an explo- 
sion did not occur, the placement of the devices next to 
the electricity meter at the residence showed clearly that 
the perpetrators’ intentions were criminal, according to 
party activists. And the choice of the PDS deputy secre- 
tary general as target indicates that the instigators of the 
act could only have been “political enemies.” The latest 
issue of SOPI notes that their have been similar attacks 
against other PDS leaders, while Wade, Abdoulaye Bath- 
ily and Amath Dansokho have received telephoned 
death threats. 


Since Boubacar Sall himself was absent in Thies at the 
time of the incident, it was to his wife, an eyewitness to 
the events, that we turned for information. When we met 
her, surrounded by party activists shortly after noon on 
17 March, she did not appear to be shaken up at all and 
was able to give a vivid description of the events of her 
sleepless night. According to Mrs Sall, the authors of the 
sabotage must have been thoroughly acquainted with the 
premises. Or at least they had kept the house under 
surveillance, awaiting a propitious moment. Now it so 
happened that this particular evening the “blue caps” 
(the PDS militia) who habitually served as guards at the 
house were conspicuous by their absence. 


Noteworthy also was the lateness of the hour—it was 
0400—chosen for carrying out the job. In reality, since 
the home of the PDS deputy is located on a very busy 
street, the saboteurs had to come late at night to avoid 
attracting unwelcome attention. 


The scene has been set. Now what really happened? Mrs 
Boubacar Sall explains: “Being unable to sleep because 
of my child, who was ill, | was sitting in my bed when I 
heard a car stop in front of the house. The car door 
slammed, so I knew at least one of the occupants had 
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gotten out. Then the car drove ahead a short distance. A 
few minutes later I caught a glimpse of a bright light 
through my open window and heard my neighbor raising 
the alarm. The car immediately sped off.” 


Mrs Sall’s first reaction was to telephone the police station. 
As the only police car in service was out on patrol 
somewhere in the city, the station advised her urgently to 
call the fire department. It was the firemen who defused 
the Molotov cocktails before they had time to explode. For 
the good reason that the alarm was given just as they were 
being set. The devices are now in the hands of the police, 
but no suspect has yet been identified. However, the 
matter is still under investigation, we were told. 


All the same, PDS militants in the city are so upset about 
the incident that one be may justified in fearing the 
worst, including retaliation. Especially since some of 
them think it was a logical sequel to two threatening 
telephone calls Mrs Boubacar received, one of them 
during the time when voting cards were being distributed 
and the other right after the election. But none of this 
clearly shows who would have benefited from the crime. 
Once that has been established. the police should be able 
to pick up the trail. We would point out, in any case, that 
politics is becoming a rougher and dirtier game. In the 
latest issue of SOPI, for example, Abdoulaye Bathily and 
Amath Dansokho claim that the previous week they had 
received anonymous threatening calls. It is time to stop 
the tendency that has been developing since the last 
elections and instead take concrete and courageous steps 
to deal with the problems besetting our country. 


* Election, Party Disputes Jeopardize Democracy 
34190195c Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
17 Mar 89 p 4 


[Article by Abdou Sow: “Negroes Like All Other Negroes”’] 


{Text} If all Mr Abdoulaye Wade wanted was to reopen 
the debate on the disputed election results, he has been 
quite successful, and powerfully helped by the clumsi- 
ness and precipitation of the justice minister. As soon as 
the weekly SOPI published the “real results” of the 
February 1988 elections, the justice minister hastened to 
make a statement to the media, to the effect that this was 
serious, very serious. Besides, the matter was before the 
courts and it would go far, as this was nothing less than 
an attempt to discredit the institutions of the Republic. 


This prompt reaction, it seems, was merely a counterat- 
tack prepared already when the PDS [Sencgalese Dem- 
ocratic Party] leader announced the existence of docu- 
ments (especially minutes from the polling stations) 
supposed to be in his hands and to constitute over- 
whelming evidence of the defeat of the incumbent pres- 
ident. We were therefore resolutely awaiting the publi- 
cation of these documents. That is also what the justice 
minister implicitly acknowledged when he said that he 
was expecting “in good faith” the publication not just of 
figures, but also of “authentic documents (...), the 
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famous minutes that had been promised at the time”. 
Why then did he not state the principles already at that 
time, and remind the PDS ieader, who was proclaiming 
everywhere that he had irrefutable evidence of election 
fraud and of his own resounding victory, that question- 
ing the validity of the results proclaimed by the Supreme 
Court was tantamount to discrediting our national insti- 
tutions? Mr Wade may be a lawyer, still... 


No such thing happened. Because, in the logic of the 
confrontation which was then starting between the PS 
[Socialist Party] and the PDS and which is being revived 
now, it would have been a show of humility and weak- 
ness to warn the opponent of the legal consequences of 
his intents. Better set the trap and wait for him to fall 
into it. Besides, what a windfall it was for a minister as 
little known and as much ignored by the media as the 
justice minister: he called for an emergency press con- 
ference and appeared on television, filled with the justi- 
fied wrath and admirable indignation of a sincere repub- 
lican wounded in his deepest convictions by an attack 
against our institutions! 


But once the media aspect of the case is disposed of, we 
must recognize that it is not at all wise to resume a 
process which may lead to a month of March as crazy as 
last year’s. In this case, which after all was foreseeable, 
taking offence betrays a dramatic lack of tact, a total 
absence of any sense of what is appropriate and timely. 
In short, it is evidence of an appalling political blindness. 


At this very moment, when the strike of higher-educa- 
tion teachers is at a deadlock, when the medical person- 
nel are starting to show signs of impatience because the 
agreements signed with the government remain ineffec- 
tive, when secondary-school teachers and students are 
threatening to join in the protest...it would be stupid, to 
say the least, when the social scene is as full of conflicts 
as it is now, to wake up the demons of political passions 
which had hardly been laid to rest. Indeed, it is obvious 
that in the case of election results nothing can be settled 
on purely legal grounds because it will of necessity have 
political repercussions. Especially after the shows of 
force organized by the PDS on 26 February and 7 March 
and by the PS on 4 and 5 March. Each of the two rival 
formations is convinced of its power and legitimacy. 
Nothing good will come of it. 


When it comes to democratic competitions, our country 
still deserves better than this country-fair wrestlers’ 
swaggcring. 


For years, Senegal has been justly proud of being a multi- 
party country, but it is no longer the only one on the 
African continent. If we look at what is going on elsewhere 
in Africa, we have every reason to be more modest: Senegal 
is not the only country to try and implement a democratic 
system and to see itself as a leader in this respect. After the 
first round of the election in which he got a little over 52 
percent of the votes, Malagasy President Didier Ratsiraka 
could puff out his chest on television last Friday and state 
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bluntly that elections in his country were “an example for 
Africa and all Third-World countries.” We have fallen 
quite low indeed if we have now to take lessons in 
democracy from a political regime issued from a military 
coup. Madagascar, of course, is not an example to follow, 
»ut Ratsiraka’s smugness should open our eyes to the need 
to perfect the current Senegalese political system which, in 
many respect, is nothing more than a combat area where 
excessively bellicose politicians on the loose glare at one 
another. 


Invited in February 1983 at the election-night reception 
organized by CESTI [Center for the Study of Informa- 
tion Sciences and Techniques] students, Mr Bara Diouf, 
then general manager of the national daily LE SOLEIL, 
answered the questions of his future colleagues like this: 
“We are negroes like all other negroes, and we can be just 
as dumb as other ” There is no need to elaborate; 
we all know that this blunt allusion referred to attacks on 
civil presidencies by military juntas. What is urgent 
today is to create conditions for a social peace to which 
all political forces in Senegal would subscribe, and the 
terms and conditions of which could be put on the 
agenda of the round table called for by the general caliph 
of the Tidianes. 


* Opposition Rejects National Unity Plan 
341901956 Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
30 Mar 89 pp 1, 5 


[Article by Idrissou Biodan: “Opposition: Hardening”™] 


[Text] A marked hardening of the opposition was noted 
during last weekend's meetings, organized respectively 
by the Cadre of Eight and by the PDS [Senegalese 
Democratic Party] jointly with its allies of the LD/MPT 
[Democratic League/Movement for the Labor Party] and 
the PIT [Party for Independence and Labor]. On the 
other hand, although the Eight reject any negotiation 
with the government, Mr Wade insists on the need to 
form a Transitional National Union Government 
(GUNT), the mission of which he explained. 


Cadre of Eight: Radicalization 


This month of March, Senegal has experienced a wealth 
of political events. There has been the congress designed 
to open up and revive the PS [Socialist Party}, Mr 
Abdoulaye Wade's political return after the meeting of 
1! March, Hot Tuesday, and the LD/MPT press confer- 
ence on 22 March at the national committee room. 
When it decided to organize a mecting on 25 March, at 
the Niary Tally factory, the Cadre of Eight's intention 
was to sct the record straight. 


Paradoxically, the rally was quite mcdest; in addition to 
the leaders of the organizing parties, those invited 
included independent union representatives and repre- 
sentatives from the Dakar Students’ Coordination Com- 
mittee and the Union of University and Higher School 
Teachers. 
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Mr Mamadou Dia, first mawdo of the Movement for 
Socialism and Democracy (MSD) inveighed against “the 
treason” allegedly committed by the three allied parties. 
In other words, the PDS, the PIT and the LD/MPT. All 
the political formations representing the true opposition, 
he said, have rejected the idea of a government of 
national union. He rose up against the massive personnel 
reductions and plant closings and said it was paradoxical 
that the State could not find adequate solutions to the 
problems which plague the University at a time when it 
is considering allocating CFA Fr 35 billion to finance the 
Goree Memorial. For his part, Mr Babacar Niang 
deplored the absence of the media at the meeting. He was 
indignant about the State’s making 500 million available 
for the Panafrican Culture Festival while dragging its 
feet on the question of the Senegalese school system. The 
leader of the PLP [People’s Liberation Party] expressed 
his opposition to a national union government as long as 
current conditions prevail; he stated that priority should 
be given to solving the political crisis opened by the 
“fraudulent elections of February 1988.” 


The general secretary of the PAI [African Independence 
Party] denounced certain service media which bury in 
their drawers all of his party’s press releases. He also 
added that this conspiracy agains the PAI was a conspir- 
acy against Senegal. “We have been struggling since 
1957. That means 32 years of struggle. We have demon- 
strated with placards in front of General de Gaulle. | am 
telling you that we shall break this conspiracy of silence. 
In 1983, at the same time as the opposition parties, we 
decided not to take part in elections until the election 
code had been changed. As the code was not changed, the 
PAI maintained its commitment; the other formations 
took part in the presidential and legislative elections of 
1988,” which he regretted. 


Mr Diop also spoke about dissidents from his party, who 
now form one half of the PS Executive Committee: 
mostly, he expressed support for the demands of the 
Casamance independence movement. 


The PAI advocates the following solutions to break the 
deadlock: a congress of the people to draw up a national 
charter that would serve as a reference to all those in 
power. 


Landing Savane, for his part, dwelt on the failure of the 
solutions proposed by the IMF and the World Bank. He 
advocated real change and denounced the useless “hole 
plugging” based on the continucd mid- and long-term 
reorganization program. “The economy is out of balance.” 
he acknowledged, “but the cause for this imbalance must 
be sought in the corruption of the ruling class which is 
actively supported by imperialistic countries. Such is our 
diagnostic,” the AJ/MRDN [AND-JEF/Revolutionary 
Movement for the New Democracy] leader stated. This 
party is of the opinion that macroeconomic balances must 
be restored and “the economy stabilized, but that should 
be achieved through substantial economies in luxury item 
consumption, adequate taxation, and the development of 
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national production. Such are the objectives of the party. 
According to Landing Savane, there is no doubt that the 
means recommended by the IMF and the World Bank 
should be condemned since they sacrifice the underprivi- 
leged strata and classes of society; but these means logically 
follow from the diagnostic made and the objectives set by 
these organizations, which AND-JEF/MRDN absolutely 
rejects. In closing, the speaker did not conceal that, if the 
Crisis is not solved, sooner or later there will be a military 
coup. Mr Mody Diagne, MSD general coordinator, noted 
that Senegal has regressed in all domains, and he indicated 
that a national union government should be the outcome 
of a process, "otherwise it is an arranged government.“ As 
for Mr Amadou Guiro, general secretary of the Workers 
Socialist Organization (OST), he protested against negoti- 
ations on the formation of a national union government, 
which he feels are all the more untimely as the one who 
negotiates has won the presidential election. In his opin- 
ion, the PDS, the LD/MPT and the PIT should go back to 
the Cadre of Eight in order to hasten the departure of 
Abdou Diouf and Jean Collin. For his part, Mr Tidiane Ba, 
general delegate of the People’s National Front (FNP) 
denounced “the lack of democracy“ which prevails in 
Senegal and recommended holding a national conference 
of the forces of change to define the conditions of the 
country’s reconstruction. The Cadre of Eight finally 
regrouped only six political formations, as the Union for a 
People’s Democracy (UDP) and the Senegalese People’s 
Party (PPS) did not take part in the meeting. We should 
also note that the representative of the CED and the 
general secretary of the SAES denounced the government's 
foot-dragging in solving the university crisis, and said it 
would be responsible for another wasted year, which would 
be a disaster for the nation. 


* Situation Demands Elections, Unity Government 
34190195a Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
30 Mar 89 pp 1, 8 


[Article by Ibrahim Fall: “Let's Talk!""} 


[Text] The events of 14 March, experienced as a genuine 
emotional trauma by the political class and by the 
people, together with Abdou Diouf's “closed” speech at 
the airport and Mr Wade's strategy of harassment (which 
he explained at an open-air meeting last Sunday) are 
beginning to give credibility to the idea that the dialogue 
attempted by the two main Senegalese political poles has 
broken off for good. The most recent event, last Sunday’s 
mecting of the PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party], did 
not just provide an outlet for thousands of party mem- 
bers “disoriented” by a change of orders on 14 March 
and ready to fight their socialist opponents right away. It 
also gave Mr Abdoulaye Wade an opportunity to explain 
specifically his understanding of what the Transitional 
National Union Government (GUNT) should be and, 
more generally, his ideas concerning the implementation 
of the new institutional order at political, economic, 
social, and cultural level, which must be the outcome 
from the political crisis (but what form should it 
assume?). At the risk of appearing out of phase with the 
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pessimistic comments which a superficial grasp of recent 
events would seem to warrant, we would like to point out 
that conditions have never been as good as they are now 
to pursue a democratic dialogue and anticipate solutions 
involving a wide national rally, now a must for our 
country. Indeed, not enough attention has been paid to 
the fact that since the political crisis started, and espe- 
cially since it worsened, the PDS leader has been calling 
only for new legislative elections. That was his stand 
again last Sunday. This approach, of course, is quite 
consistent, considering that Mr. Wade sees himself as the 
president elect, biding his time until his inauguration. 

Actually, what political analysts detect is the PDS lead- 
er’s desire to share in the power, through a reorganiza- 
tion that would not necessarily affect the presidency; in 
Mr Wade’s political strategy. this reorganization—re- 
volving around a new configuration of the Chamber of 
Deputies, one that would better represent the various 
trends and leanings of the nation—will of necessity mark 
the start of a new regime giving full scope to the virtues 
of pluralistic democracy. 


Mr Wade was as clear as could be: “A transitional 
government, that is a transition to a new institutional, 
political, economic and social order issued from new 
elections,” he said last Sunday. The main mission of this 
interim government will therefore be to lay the founda- 
tions, at the institutional level, for a new democratic 
regime to be approved at the polls. Thus, Senegal will 
leave its current state of “democratic experiment,” a 
seemingly innocuous concept which nevertheless reeks 
of the laboratory, to achieve a state of full democracy. 
The yardstick for democracy will be the new election 
code which must be based essentially on proportional 
representation, a charter for democracy which would 
recognize this political system as the one and only system 
of reference, statutes for the opposition which would 
perpetuate and even magnify the advantage of having 
fellow citizens whose opinions differ, and statutes for the 
media which would prevent these incomparable tools 
(incomparable to raise the consciousness of the people 
and teach them) from being monopolized by any one 


group or clique. 


Today, the power and the opposition may agree in 
certain respects on what should be done to end the 
political crisis. No matter what one may say to confirm 
the victory of the Socialist Party in the February 1988 
legislative elections, it is political blindness to persist in 
doing nothing. Legislative elections must be organized. 
It is the second prerequisite to improved political rela- 
tions, the first one being the formation of a union 
government including all the sectors capable of making 
suggestions and efforts (political parties and civil soci- 
ety). Senegal cannot eschew these fundamental reforms; 
the political crisis is so serious and so complex that it 
would be suicidal for the country’s political leaders to 
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indulge in simultaneous monologues punctuated by pos- 
turing and speeches on worn-out themes such as exclu- 
sion, sectarism and false radicalism. Without a frank and 
dispassionate dialogue aimed solely at serving the nation 
(which, no matter what some may think, will always 
grow tired of fights, especially drawn-out fights, among 
leaders), we cannot hope to see the start of a realistic and 
pacific policy that would end the crisis. 


The imperative need for a national democratic dialogue 
does not rule out the possibility for any party to organize 
peaceful demonstrations. In Senegal, democratic culture 
does not yet embody this essential dimension of any 
democratic regime: peaceful rallies. In all countries 
which claim to be democracies, marches and protest 
marches as well as sit-ins in front of embassies and 
public or private administrations are part of the daily 
routine of democratic life. It is high time for the govern- 
ment to stop banning all demonstrations, no matter how 
small, announced by the opposition, and sending on 
location veritable armadas ready to fight the unarmed 
people. On the contrary, as is done in other countries, the 
tole of police forces is to accompany the demonstrators, 
precisely to prevent them from getting out of hand, 
something which often leads to vandalism. This demo- 
cratic understanding is all the more advisable as the 
same police forces will also accompany and protect 
Socialist Party members and followers when they decide 
to demonstrate. Any discrimination in the administra- 
tion of the police, a public service, is intolerable, even 
though some excesses could be explained, albeit not 
justified, by the disastrous confusion which exists 
between State and ruling party. 


In short, the national political situation requires a radi- 
cal change of attitude in the political class: it should no 
longer base its efforts on elusive objectives of politician 
tactics. The hour calls for innovative patterns of behav- 
ior focusing on national interest. Let's talk then! 


Sierra Leone 


Diplomatic Relations With Moscow Normalized 
AB2505171589 Paris AFP in English 1700 GMT 
25 May 89 


[Text] Freetown, May 25 (AFP)—Sierra Leone has 
appointed Olu Harding as ambassador to the Soviet 
Union, normalizing diplomatic relations after a four- 
month rift, official sources said Thursday. Relations 
between the countries chilled over the expulsion of the 
two Soviet journalists on January 25 and the detention 
of a Soviet scientific vessel in February in Freetown. 


Mr. Harding. Sierra Leones ambassador to Nigeria until 
Wednesday appointed by President Joseph Momoh, will 
move to Moscow on June 10. He is to succeed Sorsoh 
Contch as the sixth Sierra Leonean ambassador to Mos- 
cow since diplomatic relations were established in 1962. 
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